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their aid and have seen to it that "they all lived
happily ever after/ The children of Bethlehem
who were slaughtered by the soldiers of Herod were
playing in the fields of the spiritual world as happy
as heaven's days are long, before ever the tears of
their parents were dry. The same has been the
case with all those who have died in childhood.
They do not remain children. As soon as they
come into the spiritual world they are placed in the
care of women who have a deep love for children.
Swedenborg saw great numbers of these little ones
and found them living in the utmost happiness with
their new mothers. He watched them at play and
listened while they were being taught. As far as it
is possible to do so in natural language, Swedenborg
describes the garden-schools of heaven, in which
he saw the children, daintily dressed and decked
with garlands of flowers, learning of the nature of
God by being shown the wonders of His handi-
work in the flowers and trees and animals of the
spiritual world. The children there, even more
than here, look upon every objeft as alive and this
helps them to think of life from the Lord as being
present and a&ive within all things of His creation.
With such teachings as the angels give, the chil-
dren advance quickly in knowledge and under-
Standing. They grow in Stature and at length no
longer appear as children. But life in the spiritual